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Top: Gala dinner set-up for the 2007 Palm Springs
International Film Festival at the Palm Springs
Convention Center; above, left, the ageless beauties of
The Fabulous Palm Springs Follies; right, the rarely seen
Desert Bighorn, protected at The Living Desert. Opposite:
The Well Spa at Miramonte Resort & Spa.

“Really, no matter the group,” says Graves,
“once they find out we have the Sinatra home
(Twin Palms, with its famed piano-shape
pool), Marilyn Monroe’s home or John
Phillips’ (as in The Mamas & the Papas) home,
it's something really unusual for groups.”

SHOWSTOPPERS ¥
Today, the legacy of Hollywood glamour is car-
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ried on by the annual Palm Springs Inter-
national Film Festival (psfilmfest.org), found-
ed by Palm Springs’ celebrity mayor, and later
United States Congressman, Sonny Bono. Last
month’s 18th annual PSIFF awards gala (see
Smart Scene on pg. 4) drew Brad Pitt, Morgan
Freeman, Cate Blanchett, Kate Winslet, Alan
Arkin and Sydney Pollack, along with a
delighted contingent of meeting professionals
to the Palm Springs Convention Center.
Charlize Theron, Jake Gyllenhaal, Viggo
Mortensen, William H. Macy and Shirley
MacLaine came last year. If you're looking for a
WOW event, a table at the 2008 gala could be
part of a memorable incentive package.
Individual tickets were $350 chis year.

NOT TO BE MISSED

From Mark Graves, director of communications,
Palm Springs Desert Resorts Convention and
Visitors Authority

¢ Enjoy a spa treatment at one of the resorts.

* Take a trip to the top on The Palm *
Springs Tramway.

+ Walk Palm Canyon Drive and enjoy VillageFest
on a Thursday evening.

» Get out in the canyon area especially early
in the morning and where it's remote, so
you can experience the calm and the quiet of
the desert. When | have guests in town, it's
where | take them. It’'s really beautiful.

= Savor the starry nights; we have so few
street lights.

There’s also marquee entertainment. The
spectacular Indian Wells Tennis Garden
(iwtg.net) not only holds the world-renowned
Pacific Life Open Tennis Tournament (paci-
ficlifeopen.com), which takes place this year
March 5-18, but also puts on open-air con-
certs. In the recent past, they have featured the
likes of Pavarotti and Bocelli. The 2006 lineup
included The Eagles, RBD, The Who, and
Tom Petty with Jackson Brown.

The 2006 Coachella Fest featured Madonna
and, according to the convention center’s Rick
Leson, more and more headliners are being
brought to the area because of the casinos. For
example, the Fantasy Springs Resort Casino
(fantasyspringsresort.com) in Indio has Dolly
Parton this month and comedian George
Carlin next month. The Spa Resort Casino
(sparesortcasino.com) in downtown Palm
Springs presents The Moody Blues this month.
The ballet-like acrobatic performances of
Cirque Dreams at the Palm Springs Pavilion
Theatre (pspavilion.com) adds another vibrant
entertainment option.

However, truly unique in the world is The
Fabulous Palm Springs Follies (psfollies-
.com), which performs in the historic Plaza
Theater in downtown Palm Springs. The
review features the music and dance routines
of the 1930s and '40s, with, as they say, A cast
old enough to have lived it!” SERIOUSLY,
nobody can even audition for the famed cho-
rus line until they've hic their 50th birthday.
The performers are longtime professionals, cos-
tumed in true Lido de Paris-style (with strate-
gically placed nude netting). They range in age




from 53 to 83 years “young,” yet their showgirl
figures and high-kicking energy send audience

members—some young enough to be their
grandchildren—back to the fitness center
stripped of excuses.

SUNUP TO SUNDOWN ¥

Beyond a round of golf or two sets of tennis,
the area offers some one-of-a-kind outdoor
experjences for your group, as well. You don’t
have to risk a journey to the Middle East to
see Indian Canyons (800-790-3398), North
America’s largest natural palm oasis. Owned
by the Cahuilla Indians, descendents of the
area’s original inhabitants, the canyons land
is additionally intriguing for its babbling
brooks and waterfalls, and can be enjoyed in

a group ride on horseback or on foot. Surpris-

ingly, it’s only a short distance from Palm
Springs’ downtown.

Farther afield is the 800,000-acre Joshua

Tree National Park (nps.gov/jotr), where Elite
Land Tours (elitelandtours.com) will not only
take your group in the armor-plated (well, not

actually) comfort of a Hummer, but can also

have a white-linen, open-air luncheon awaiting

upon arrival at a fabulous scenic spot within
the park.
Another distinct pleasure is the Living

Desert, A Zoo & Gardens (livingdesert.org), a

1,200-acre botanical garden showcasing rare
and endangered desert animals as well as
African wildlife. They also have event space.
Amazingly, an alpine climate, with cross-
country skiing and snowshoeing in winter, is
only a smooth 10-minute lift away from the
north end of Palm Springs, up to 8,516 feet

above sea level, in the Mount San Jacinto State

Park and Wilderness area. The Palm Springs

Aerial Tramway (pstramway.com) operates six-

year-old, Swiss-made trams that are not only
the first in North America to rotate a full 360
degrees for viewing, but which are also the
largest of their type in the world. This means
your group can ascend very efficiently. Two

restaurants with spectacular views of the valley
below, meeting and catered event space, as well

as rental equipment in snow season, await at
the top. ARAMARK now does the catering

there, along with food and beverage service. In
the warmer months, the area offers spectacular

hiking on more than 54 miles of trails in cool
temperatures.

There’s also off-roading jeep tours to the
infamous San Andreas Fault (red-jeep.com),

PALM SPRINGS

* Plans for The Hard Rock Hotel Palm Springs
were approved in December. The new condo-tel
will have 450 luxury residences, a 20,000-square-
foot spa, restaurants and bars, a “destination
pool,” and 40,000 sq. ft. of meeting space.
Construction on the 10-acre site, located across
the street from the convention center, will begin
early in 2008, to open in late 2009
(hardrock.com).

e The 13-year-old Spa Resort Casino Hotel will be
demolished after July 2008 to make way for con-
struction of a 420-room replacement, plus a new
spa that will keep the original mineral springs, and
a fitness center as well as a 46,000-square-foot
showroom. The Spa Resort Casino will grow by
60,000 sq. ft. The project will be completed after
2010 (sparesortcasino.com).

» The Palm Springs Aerial Tramway contracted
with ARAMARK Sports and Entertainment to pro-
vide food and beverage services for its restau-
rants and for catering (pstramway.com).

RANCHO MIRAGE

* The Rancho Las Palmas Resort & Spa, a KSL
Resort on 240 acres, is undergoing a $30-million
renovation to be completed this fall. A new dining
and shopping plaza is being built on the property.
Guest rooms are being completely refurbished, as
is the entryway and lobby. There will also be
upgrades to the meeting facilities, pool areas, 27-
hole golf course and the 20,000-square-foot spa
(rancholaspalmas.com).

* Anew $205-million hotel is going up as part of
the Agua Caliente Casino near Rancho Mirage. It
will be 15 stories tall with 344 rooms. Target open-
ing for the resort is early 2008 (sparesort-
casino.com).

* The Lodge at Rancho Mirage closed on August
13, 2006, to begin an extensive renovation and
redevelopment project to return to being a Ritz-
Carlton property.

PALM DESERT

¢ The Desert Springs JW Marriott Resort & Spa is
undergoing a $25-million renovation, to be com-
pleted in several stages in 2007, that will create a
dramatic new entry, refurbish its famed 30,000-
square-foot atrium lobby and enlarge the dock for
the gondolas that ply the resort's Venetian-
inspired waterways. The 38,000-square-foot Spa
at Desert Springs will bring all 48 treatment rooms
to the latest in spa technology. Ask about the VIP
spa suite, staffed by a personal spa butler (desert-
springsresort.com).

INDIAN WELLS

* At the Hyatt Grand Champions Resort and Spa,
the 1-2 bedroom Garden Villas and the Regency
Club Level rooms are being refurbished, to be fin-
ished this summer.

* The 2010 Skins Game has been scheduled at
the new 7,088-yard, Par 72 Celebrity Course in
Indian Wells, adjacent to Hyatt Grand Champions
Resort and Spa and the Renaissance Esmeralda
Resort and Spa.
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DOWNTOWN PALM SPRINGS

ROOMS/MEETING SPACE

WHAT'S DISTINCTIVE

Wyndham Palm Springs Resort, Palm Springs
wyndham.com

Hotel Zoso, Palm Springs
hotelzoso.com

Hilton Palm Springs
hiltonpalmsprings.com

The Parker Palm Springs, Palm Springs
theparkerpalmsprings.com

Hyatt Regency Suites Palm Springs
palmsprings.hyatt.com

Westin Mission Hills Resort, Rancho Mirage
westin.com

Rancho Las Palmas, Rancho Mirage
rancholaspalmas.com

desertspringsresort.com

fantasyspringsresort.com

La Quinta Resort & Club, La Quinta
laquintaresort.com

Renaissance Esmeralda Resort & Spa, Indian Wells
renaissanceesmeralda.com
grandchampions.hyatt.com

Miramonte Resort & Spa, Indian Wells
miramonteresort.com

Embassy Suites La Quinta Hotel & Spa
EmbassySuitesLaQuintaHotelandSpa.com

Morongo Casino Resort & Spa
maorongacasinoresort.com

Desert Springs, a JW Marriott Resort & Spa, Palm Desert

Fantasy Springs Resort Casino & Special Events Center, Indio

Hyatt Grand Champions Resort and Spa, Indian Wells

410 rms/30,000 sq. ft.

165 rms/20,000+ sq. ft.

261 rms/18,000+ sq, ft.

145 rms/10,500 sq. ft.

194 suites/9,150 sq. ft.

512 rms/65,000 sq. ft.

444 rms/41,000 sq. ft.

884 rms/21,000 sq. ft.

260 rms/100,000 sq. ft.

800 rms + 800 legacy villas
& condos/66,000 sq. ft.

560 rms/52,000 sq. ft.

480 rms/20,000 sq. ft.

215 villas/18,000 sq. ft.

146 two-room suites,
120 casitas/8,000 sg. ft. |

310 rms/12,000+ sq. ft.

Directly connected to the Palm Springs Convention Center; two
pools; poolside massage, health club, Jacuzzi; business center.

Ultra hip vibe and décor (Manhattan-just-barely-in-the-desert) in
the very heart of downtown; just five blocks or so from the con-
vention center.

Short walk to convention center, 24-hour business center, full-
body spa, fitness center, café, restaurant and lounge.

High-style with a’60s feel in elegant pavilion-like buildings (the
former Givenchy Spa) amid lush gardens. Five minutes’ drive
from downtown Palm Springs.

First built as a Maxim's de Paris hotel, located in the heart of
Palm Springs; pool, fitness center, restaurant and bar.

AAA Four-Diamond; 360 campus-like acres with 16 two-story, 32-
room pavilions; Gary Player and Pete Dye courses.

On 240 acres, 27-hale course, 25 tennis courts, across from The
River. Undergoing $30-million renovation under KSL Resorts'
management [see News); Spa Las Palmas.

Renovation underway [see News); 38,000 sq. ft. spa; 2 Ted
Robinson courses; 20 tennis courts;

Fitness center, 103-foot swimming pool, 24 lanes of bowling,
beach volleyball, Special Events Center for major performers
and meetings.

Legendary 1926 resort, a Waldorf-Astoria property, with charm-
ing accommodations, Stadium Golf Course at PGA West; superb
tennis and fine shopping; Spa La Quinta.

Classic contemporary style; 36 hales of golf adjacent; home of
the Callaway Golf Performance Center at Indian Wells; 13,000-
square-foot Spa Esmeralda, fitness center.

2007 AAA Four-Diamond; finished a $65-million renovation in
2003; spectacular 30,000-square-foot spa; 7 swim pools.

Mediterranean-style resort on 11 acres of gardens; 14,000-
square-foot spa. Just opened a 6,000-square-foot ballroom, plus
a 3,000-square-foot event lawn.

Within walking distance of Old Town La Quinta and El Paseo
shopping districts.

AAA Four-Diamond rating. Premium Outlet shopping nearby, 20
minutes northwest from Palm Springs and the Tram.

hot-air ballooning, and even golf-cart polo
matches for your group, the latter at the
Empire Polo Club in Indio (empirepolo-
events.com). Not to worry, experienced polo
players take the driver’s seat as your attendees
ride shotgun, wielding a mallet and letting
loose with their competitive instincts.

OTHER TREATS

Adjacent to Palm Springs International
Airport’s runways, the 65,000-square-foot
Palm Springs Air Museum (PalmSpringsAir-
Museum.org) holds an extraordinary collection
of 20th-century combat and historic aircraft.
These are meticulously maintained in flying
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condition, attested to by the oil pans under-
neath the engines in the immaculate facility.
Your group’s CEO or other Big Cheese can
make an unforgetcable entrance aboard the
museum’s flying B-17, which will taxi right up
to the museum’s rear—galleries opened wide—
mid-reception or prior to your sit-down din-
ner. Four to five changing exhibitions are
mounted annually. The current “Leonardo da
Vinci, Father of Flight” exhibition showcases
60 either full-size or scale-model working repli-
cas all in wood from Florence, showing the
genius’ innovations in transportation, combat
or construction. These include a very modern-
looking two-wheel bicycle, a parachute, a pad-

dle boat and an astonishing, fully functional,
armor-clad robot designed to entertain royalty,
no less.

“I think that some of our key selling points
are the beauty and the sun and the outdoor
activities,” notes Mark Graves. “We have a lot
of outdoor venues: the polo fields, the
canyons, the top of the trams, the celebriry
homes that can be used for group receptions. A
lot of our hotels are full-service with 60 swim-
ming pools...so would you rather come here
or go to St. Louis? The valley, as a whole, is a
beautiful, serene, fun place ro be.” ¥






